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Third Theatre and its Contribution to 

Modern Indian theatre: A Reflection on 

Badal Sircar's Dramaturgy 
Anus h ka  B i sw a s  

Ami t y  Sc ho o l  o f  La n gu ages ,  Ami t y  U ni ve r s i t y  Luck no w Ca mp u s ,  U t t a r  P r ad esh ,  I nd ia  

 

AB STRAC T:  T he  T hi rd  T hea t r e  l i ves  o n  the  b o rd e r l ine ,  f r eq uent l y  o u td o o r s  o r  o n  the  

o u t s k i r t s  o f  t he  ce n t r e s  and  cen t r a l s  o f  cu l tu r e . ”  T he  T hi rd  T hea t r e  rep re sen t s  a  ne w fo r m o f  

cu l t u r a l  exp ress io n  t ha t  b r eaks  d o wn f ro m t h e  t r ad i t io na l  co n t r ad ic t io n  b e t wee n  ma i ns t r ea m 

marke tab le  t hea t r e  and  exp e r i me nta l  Avant -Gr and e  thea t r e ,  o ffe r in g  a  p l a t fo r m fo r  inno va t i v e  

and  so c ia l l y  ap p l i cab l e  p e r fo r mance s  t ha t  e n gage  and  c ha l l e n ge  cu l t . ”  T hi rd  thea t r e  was  a  

mo ve me nt  i n  Ind ia n  t hea t r e  tha t  s ur faced  i n  t he  1 9 7 0 s  a s  a  r e sp o nse  to  the  p o t t y  an d  

marke tab le  na t ur e  o f  ma ins t r ea m t hea t r e .  T he  th i ng  o f  the  mo ve me nt  wa s  to  p ro d uce  a  fo rm o f  

thea t r e  tha t  wa s  access ib l e  to  the  mi l l io n s  and  ad d ressed  so c ia l  and  p o l i t i ca l  i s sue s  

ap p l i cab le  to  the  Ind ian  en v i ro n m e nt .  T h i rd  thea t r e  e mp has ized  c o l l ab o ra t ive  c r ea t io n  and  

t r i a l ,  and  f r eq uent l y  i n co rp o ra ted  rud ime nt s  o f  t r ad i t io na l  I nd ian  p e r fo r ma nce  fo r ms  So me  o f  

the  ma j o r  b ene fac t io ns  o f  th i rd  thea t r e  to  u l t r amo d er n  Ind ian  t hea t r e  i nc lud e  : -   

•  S h i f t i n g  the  fo cus  o f  I nd ian  t hea t r e  f ro m en te r t a i n me nt  to  so c ia l  and  p o l i t i ca l  i s s ues  •  

Crea t in g  a  p l a t fo r m fo r  marg i na l i zed  vo ices  to  b e  hea rd  •  Enco urag in g  t r i a l  and  inven t io n  in  

thea t r e  •  I nco rp o ra t ing  rud i me nt s  o f  t r ad i t io n a l  I nd ian  p e r fo r mance  fo r ms  in to  u l t r a mo d ern  

thea t r e  •  Deve lo p ing  a  ne w fo l lo wer s h ip  fo r  th ea t r e  a mo n g the  mi l l io ns  

 

B ad a l  S i r ca r  was  a  co lo n i s t  i n  Ind ia n  the a t r e  and  a  c ruc ia l  f i gure  in  i n t ro d uc in g  t he  

co ncep t io n  o f  T hi rd  T hea t r e  in  the  co u nt r y.  T he  t e r m T hi rd  T hea t r e  wa s  chased  b y S i r ca r  in  

the  1 9 7 0 s  to  d esc r ib e  a  ne w fo r m o f  t hea t r e  tha t  a i med  to  g ro und  the  gap  b e t wee n  the  

marke tab le  t hea t r e  a n d  the  Avant -  Gra nd e  thea t r e  i n  Ind ia .  T h i s  fo r m o f  t hea t r e  was  

cha rac te r i zed  b y i t s  f o cus  o n  so c ia l l y  ap p l i cab le  i s s ues  and  i t s  e xp e r i me nta l  ap p ro ach  to  

p e r fo rma nce .S i r ca r ’s  Thi rd  T hea t r e  was  a  r e sp o nse  to  t he  p r eva i l i ng  co nd i t io n s  o f  I nd ia n  

thea t r e  i n  t he  1 9 6 0 s  an d  1 9 70 s .  Dur in g  t h i s  t i me ,  I nd ia n  t hea t r e  was  d o mi na ted  b y  t wo  ma i n  

aq ued uc t s  o f  t hea t r e  t he  marke tab le  t hea t r e ,  whic h  wa s  d r ive n  b y p ro f i t  and  e n te r t a in me nt ,  

and  the  Avant -  Gra nd e  thea t r e ,  whic h  was  co nce rned  wi t h  t r i a l  and  the  d i sq u i s i t i o n  o f  ne w 

fo r ms .  S i r ca r  b e l i eved  tha t  b o th  t he se  aq ue d uc t s  o f  thea t r e  were  fa i l i n g  to  ad d ress  th e  

p r e ss in g  so c ia l  a nd  p o l i t i ca l  i s s ue s  o f  the  t i me .  

 

I n  r e sp o nse ,  S i r ca r  p ro p o sed  a  ne w fo r m o f  thea t r e  tha t  wo uld  b e  so c ia l l y  ap p l i cab le  and  

p o l i t i ca l l y  e nga ged ,  wh i l e  a l so  b e in g  e xp e r i men ta l  a nd  in no va t ive  i n  i t s  ap p ro ach .  He  

b e l i eved  tha t  t hea t r e  co u ld  b e  an  imp o r tan t  t o o l  fo r  so c ia l  change  and  tha t  i t  had  th e  

even t ua l i t y  to  e nga ge  cu l t  i n  a  wa y  t ha t  no  o the r  a r t  fo r m. S i r ca r ’s  T hi rd  T hea t r e  was  

cha rac te r i zed  b y i t s  fo cus  o n  co mmu ni t y  p a r t i c ip a t io n  and  i t s  co mmi t me nt  to  ad d ress in g  t h e  

en te rp r i se s  o f  t he  marg ina l i zed  sec t io n s  o f  s o c ie ty.  I t  so u gh t  to  p ro d uce  a  ne w l a ng ua ge  o f  

thea t r e  t ha t  wo uld  b e  a ccess ib l e  to  a l l  and  wo uld  t r an scend  t he  wa l l s  o f  l a ng ua ge ,  e s t a t e ,  an d  

c l a ss .O ne  o f  the  c ruc ia l  fea tur e s  o f  T hi rd  T hea t r e  wa s  i t s  e mp has i s  o n  ex te mp o r iza t io n  and  

the  use  o f  no n -co n ve nt io na l  p e r fo r ma nce  s p aces .  S i r ca r  b e l i eved  tha t  t he a t r e  s ho uld  b e  

su i t ab le  to  acc l i ma t i ze  to  d i ffe r en t  sp aces  a n d  sur ro und s ,  and  tha t  i t  sho uld  b e  su i t ab le  to  

co nnec t  wi th  p eo p le  a t  a  g r a ss ro o t s  p o s i t io n .  To  th i s  end ,  he  enco ura g ed  h i s  ac to r s  to  p e r fo rm 

in  no n - thea t r e  sp aces ,  s i mi l a r  a s  t ho ro ug h fa r e s ,  p r em i ses ,  a nd  v i l l  p l aces ,  and  to  u s e  

eve r yd a y o b j ec t s  a s  p rop s  and  co s tu mes .  

 

T he  imp ac t  o f  S i r ca r ' s  T hi rd  T hea t r e  wa s  fa r -  r each in g .  I t  p aved  the  wa y  fo r  a  ne w ge ne ra t i o n  

o f  thea t r e  i n t e rp r e t e r s  in  Ind ia  who  were  c o mmi t t ed  to  c r ea t ing  so c ia l l y  ap p l i cab le  an d  

p o l i t i ca l l y  en gaged  the a t r e .  I t  a l so  l ed  to  the  emerge nce  o f  a  ne w fo l lo wer s h ip  fo r  thea t r e ,  
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o ne  tha t  was  i n t e r e s t ed  in  see in g  thea t r e  t ha t  ad d ressed  the i r  en te rp r i se s  and  sp o ke  to  the i r  

ges t s  mo me nt ,  t he  he r i t age  o f  B ad a l  S i r ca r  and  T hi rd  T hea t r e  can  be  seen  in  the  wo r k  o f  a  

ne w ge ne ra t io n  o f  t hea t r e  in t e rp r e t e r s  in  Ind ia .  Nu mero u s  o f  t hese  i n t e rp r e t e r s  a r e  co n t in u in g  

to  exp lo re  ne w fo r ms  o f  thea t r e  t ha t  a r e  exp e r i men ta l ,  so c ia l l y  ap p l i cab le ,  and  p o l i t i ca l l y  

enga ged .  T he y’ r e  a l so  co n t in u i ng  to  use  thea t r e  a s  a  to o l  fo r  so c ia l  chan ge ,  ad d ress in g  i s s ue s  

s i mi l a r  a s  ge nd e r  ine q ua l i t y,  e nv i ro n menta l  d ec l ina t io n ,  and  t he  p l ig h t  o f  marg ina l i z ed  

co mmu n i t i e s .  

I n  co nc lu s io n ,  B ad a l  S i r ca r ’s  d o na t io n  to  Ind i an  thea t r e  th ro u g h  the  p r e face  o f  T hi rd  T hea t r e  

wa s  s i gn i f i ca n t  a nd  t r ans fo r ma t i ve .  He  c ha l l e nged  t he  d o mi nant  fo r ms  o f  thea t r e  i n  Ind ia  and  

p ro po sed  a  ne w wa y o f  a l lo win g  ab o ut  thea t r e  tha t  wa s  so c ia l l y  a p p l i cab le  and  po l i t i ca l l y  

enga ged .  H i s  he r i t a ge  co n t in ues  to  in sp i r e  a  ne w gene ra t io n  o f  t hea t r e  in t e rp r e t e r s  in  I nd i a ,  

wh o  a r e  us i n g  thea t r e  t o  p rod uce  so c ia l  chan g e  and  enga ge  cu l t  i n  a  mean in g fu l  wa y.  

 

I . IND IAN THEATR E:  AN OVERV IE W  

 

Ind ian  thea t r e ,  which  h as  a  l eng t h y,  anc ien t  h i s to ry,  i s  a  d ive r se  a nd  r i ch  t yp e  o f  p e r fo r mi n g  

a r t s .  Mo reo ve r,  i t  r ema ins  to  p ro gress  a nd  f lo ur i s h  in  to d a y’s  so c ie t y.T hi s  r e f l ec t s  i n  i t .  

I nd ian  thea t r e  co mp r i s e s  mu s ic ,  d ance ,  d r ama  and  p o e t ry co mb i ne d  in  va r io us  wa ys .  T he  

Ved ic  p e r io d  i s  when  Ind ian  thea t r e  f i r s t  o r ig ina ted .  I t  i s  t ho ug ht  t ha t  t h i s  e r a  co mmence d  

ap p ro xima te l y i n  1 5 00  B CE.  T he  Ved ic  l i t e r a tu r e  co mp r i se s  exp lana t io ns  o f  seve ra l  

p e r fo rmin g  a r t s  t ha t  i n c lud e  d r a ma ,  mu s ic ,  a n d  d ance .  I nd ian  thea t r e  f lo ur i s hed  and  e vo lve d  

in to  va r io u s  fo r ms  d ur i ng  t he  med ieva l  p e r io d  d esp i t e  eve r yt h i ng .  

Amo n g the  s ig n i f i ca n t  t yp e s  o f  I nd ian  thea t r e  i s  Sans kr i t  d r a ma .  Dur in g  t he  Gup ta  

p e r io d  (4
t h

-5
t h

 c en tur y  CE) ,  i t  p eaked .  I n  f ron t  o f  r o ya l t y  a nd  a r i s t o c r a t s ,  t he se  p l a ys  wer e  

p e r fo rmed  a nd  b ased  o n  va r io us  mytho lo g ica l  s to r i e s .  E lab o ra te  co s tu mes ,  ma keup ,  a nd  mus i c  

cha rac te r i zed  the  h i g h l y s t y l i zed  Sa ns kr i t  d r a mas .  Fo l k  thea t r e  i s  a  wid e l y sp read  Ind ian  

thea t r e  ge nre .  T he  fo lk  t hea t r e  co mp r i se s  o f  d i ffe r e n t  fo r ms  l i k e  Yaksha ga na ,  B hava i ,  

Tamas ha ,  J a t r a ,  and  Na utan ki .  Lo ca l  a r t i s t s  p e r fo r m t hese  p l a ys ,  wh ic h  a r e  b ased  o n  d i ffe r en t  

fo lk  s to r i e s  a nd  l e ge nd s .  P e r fo r min g  a r t s  i n  I nd ian  thea t r e  e nco mp a s s  va r io us  c l a ss i ca l  d an ce  

fo r ms  t ha t  a r e  c ruc ia l .  P e r fo rmin g  wi th  i n t r i ca t e  fo o t wo r k ,  ha nd  ge s t ur e s  a nd  fac i a l  

exp ress io n s ,  t he y  i n t e r p r e t  va r io us  myt ho lo g i ca l  s to r i e s  th ro u g h  t h e i r  d ance  ro u t in e s .  T he  

p o p ula r  c l a ss i ca l  d ance s  l i s t  co mp r i se s  o f  B h a ra tana t ya m,  Ka t ha k ,  Kuc hip ud i ,  Manip ur i  and  

Od i ss i .  T he  Wes te rn  t hea t r e  ha s  g r ea t l y  i mp ac ted  the  mo d ern  Ind i an  t hea t r e .  I n  ad d i t io n ,  

man y  p la y wr i gh t s  ha ve  exp lo red  un fa mi l i a r  t he me s  a nd  s t y l e s .  Rab i nd ra na t h  Tago re ,  G i r i sh  

Karnad ,  Vi j ay Tend ulk a r,  and  Mahesh  E l k un ch war  a r e  so me  o f  th e  ce l eb ra t ed  na mes  i n  

co n te mp o ra r y Ind ia n  th ea t r e .  T hey c r ea te  p l a ys  tha t  e xp lo re  d i ffe r en t  so c ia l  i s s ues  i nc l ud in g  

gend e r,  ca s t e ,  p o l i t i c s ,  and  id en t i ty.  I nd ian  thea t r e  has  e vo l ved  s ig n i f i ca n t l y  ac ro ss  th e  

cen tur i e s  wi t h  n u mero us  cha n ges  a nd  t r ans fo rma t io ns .  Desp i t e  t h i s ,  i t  ha s  p r e se rved  i t s  

fu nd a menta l  na tur e  a n d  cu l tu r a l  va l ue .  I nd ia n  t hea t r e  ha s  a  g r ea te r  p urp o se  tha n  p ro v id in g  

j us t  en te r t a i n me nt .  I n  ad d i t io n ,  i t  r epre sen t s  the  va l ue s  up he ld  b y Ind ia n  so c ie t y.  To  

su mmar ize ,  t he  h i s to r y o f  I nd ian  thea t r e  i s  l o n g  and  i mp ress i ve  and  the  a r t  fo rm r e ma in s  r i ch  

and  d ive r se .  Dra ma ,  mu s ic ,  d ance  a nd  p o e t ry a r e  so me  o f  the  va r io u s  fo r ms  tha t  fa l l  und e r  t h e  

p e r fo rmin g  a r t s .  I nd ia n  th ea t r e  has  b een  ab le  to  ma i n ta i n  i t s  c u l t u r a l  i mp o r t ance  a nd  e sse nc e  

wh i l e  evo l v in g  th ro u g h  cen tur i e s .  I t  r e f l ec t s  n o t  o n ly Ind ia n  so c ie t y  b u t  a l so  i t s  va lues  and  i s  

a  fo r m o f  e n te r t a in me nt .  

 

I I .B ADA L SI RCAR –  THE CURTAI N B OY OF THIRD THEATR E  

 

B ad a l  S i r ca r  was  a n  Ind ian  p la y wr i gh t ,  t hea t r e  d i r ec to r,  and  a n  ac t iv i s t  who  co nt r ib u te d  

ma j o r ly  to  the  I nd ian  t hea t r e s .S i r ca r ’s  p l a ys  were  kno wn  fo r  the i r  p o l i t i ca l  and  so c ia l  t he mes ,  

wh ic h  r e f l ec t ed  h i s  co mmi t men t  to  so c ia l  j us t i ce  and  ac t i v i s m.  He  f r eq uent l y  u sed  thea t r e  a s  

a  to o l  fo r  so c ia l  chan ge ,  exp lo r in g  i s s ue s  s i mi l a r  a s  p o ve r t y,  co r rup t io n ,  and  exp lo i t a t io n .  

S i r ca r ’s  p l a ys  were  a l so  kno wn fo r  the i r  exp e r i me nta l  and no n -co nve nt io na l  s t y l e ,  whic h  

cha l l e nged  t r ad i t io na l  t hea t r e  wa ys  and  aes t he t i c s .  

 

One  o f  S i r ca r ’s  mo s t  no to r io us  wo rks ho p  wa s  “E va m Ind ra j i t , ”  whi c h  was  f i r s t  

p e r fo rmed  i n  1 9 6 3 .  T he  p la y exp lo red  the  e mp i r i ca l  e x t r e mi t y o f  a  yo ut h fu l  man  a nd  was  
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kno wn fo r  i t s  Ava nt -  G rand e  s t yl e  and  exp e r i men ta l  use  o f  l a ng ua ge .  T he  p lay wa s  a  c r i t i ca l  

succe ss  and  i s  co ns id e red  a  co rne r  in  Ind ian  thea t r e  h i s to r y. Awa y f ro m h i s  b ene fac t io n s  t o  

thea t r e ,  S i r ca r  was  a l s o  an  ac t iv i s t  wh o  wo r ked  fo r  so c ia l  j us t i ce  and  p o l i t i ca l  chan ge .  He  

wa s  the  me mb er  o f  t h e  co mmu n is t  p a r t y  o f  I nd ia  and  he  u sed  h i s  wr i t i n gs  a s  a  mean s  o f  

p ro mo t i ng  so c ia l i s t  i d ea l s .  S i r ca r ’s  ac t iv i s m  a l so  l ed  h i m to  s t a r t  a  t hea t r e  g ro up  ca l l ed  

“S ha tab d i , ”  whic h  a i med  to  p ro d uce  so c ia l l y  and  p o l i t i ca l l y  co n sc io us  t hea t r e . In  co nc l us io n ,  

B ad a l  S i r ca r  wa s  a  p ro mi nen t  I nd ian  p la y wr ig h t ,  t hea t r e  d i r ec to r,  and  ac t iv i s t  who se  

b ene fac t io ns  to  Ind ian  thea t r e  co n t i nu e  to  b e  ce l eb ra t ed  mo me nt .  H i s  p l ays  e xp lo red  po l i t i ca l  

and  so c ia l  i s s ue s  and  c ha l l e nged  t r ad i t io na l  t h ea t r e  wa ys  a nd  aes the t i c s .  S i r ca r ’s  co mmi t me n t  

to  so c ia l  j us t i ce  and  ac t iv i s m a l so  mad e  h i m  an  in f l uen t i a l  f i gure  i n  Ind ian  so c ie t y,  and  h i s  

he r i t age  co n t in ues  to  i nsp i r e  thea t r e  i n t e rp r e t e r s  and  ac t iv i s t s  l i ke wi se .B ad a l  S i r ca r  was  a  

p ro mi nen t  I nd ia n  p la ywr i gh t  and  t hea t r e  d i r ec to r  kno wn  fo r  h i s  p o l i t i ca l l y  a nd  so c ia l l y  

cha rged  p lays .  He  wa s  o ne  o f  the  mo s t  in f l uen t i a l  nu mb er s  i n  the  Ind ian  thea t r e  d ur i ng1 9 6 0 s  

and  1 9 7 0 s ,  and  h i s  b e n e fac t io n s  to  t hea t r e  co n t i nue  to  b e  ce l eb ra t ed  mo me nt .  I n  t h i s  d e ta i l ,  

we  wi l l  b and y so me  o f  S i r ca r ’s  mo s t  s i gn i f i ca n t  j o t t i ng s  and  t he i r  t he mes .  

One  o f  S i r ca r ’s  mo s t  no to r io us  wo rk sho p  i s  “Eva m Ind ra j i t , ”  whic h  was  f i r s t  

p e r fo rmed  i n  1 9 6 3 .  T he  p la y i s  a  p h i lo so p hic a l  d i sq u i s i t i o n  o f  t he  e mp i r i ca l  e x t r e mi t y face d  

b y a  yo u th fu l  ma n  na med  Ind ra j i t .  T he  p lay’s  t i t l e  t r ans l a t e s  to  and “I nd ra j i t , ”  and  r ep re sen t s  

the  co n nec t i ve  to we l  b e t wee n  t he  c ha rac te r s  and  the  l a rge r  so c ia l  a nd  p o l i t i ca l  i s s ues  tha t  

t he y face . Ano the r  no ta b le  p l ay b y S i r ca r  i s  “B ho ma ,”  whic h  was  f i r s t  p e r fo r med  in  1 9 6 6 .  T he  

p lay e xp lo re s  t he  l i fe  o f  a  yo ut h fu l  ma n  na med  B ho ma ,  who ’s  l i v ing  in  a  s ma l l  v i l l age  in  

B enga l .  B ho ma  i s  fo r ce d  to  r e se t t l e  to  the  me gac i t y  i n  h u n t  o f  wo r k  and  a  b e t t e r  l i fe ,  b u t  h e  

so o n  r ea l i ze s  tha t  t he  megac i t y  i sn ’ t  wha t  he  a l lo wed  i t  wo uld  b e .  T he  p lay i s  an  i mp o r tan t  

co mme nta r y o n  the  e xp lo i t a t io n  o f  mi gra to r y wo rke r s  a nd  the  ha r s h  r ea l i t i e s  o f  c i v i c  l i fe .  

 

I I I . THIRD  TH EATR E:  -  A M EDIA CLOS ER  TO THE FOLK  

 

T h i rd  T hea t r e  i s  a  t e rm used  to  d esc r ib e  a  fo rm o f  thea t r e  tha t  sur faced  in  the mid - t went i e th  

cen tur y  a s  a  r e sp o n s e  aga in s t  t he  co mmer c ia l i za t io n  o f  thea t r e  and  the  d o mi na nce  o f  

t r ad i t io na l  t hea t r e  fo rms .  I n  th i s  d e ta i l ,  we  wi l l  exp lo re  the  o r i g ins  o f  T hi rd  T hea t r e ,  i t s  

c ruc ia l  cha rac te r i s t i c s ,  and  i t s  i mp ac t  o n  co n te mp o ra r y t hea t r e .  

T he  t e rm"  T hi rd  T hea t re”  was  f i r s t  chased  b y P o l i sh  thea t r e  d i r ec to r  J e r zy Gro to ws ki  in  t he  

1 9 6 0 .  T he y b e l i eved  th a t  t r ad i t io na l  t hea t r e  fo r ms  were  p o t ty  and  ina p p ro achab le  to  nu mero us  

p eo p le ,  and  the y wa nte d  to  p rod uce  a  ne w k i nd  o f  t hea t r e  tha t  wo ul d  b e  mo re  ap p l i cab le  to  

co n te mp o ra r y so c ia l  an d  p o l i t i ca l  i s s ues .T hi rd  T hea t r e  sur faced  in  r e sp o nse  to  t he  c han gi ng  

so c ia l  and  p o l i t i ca l  ge o grap h y o f  t he mid - t we nt i e t h  cen t ur y.  T hi rd  Thea t r e  so u gh t  to  r e f l ec t  

and  enga ge  wi t h  the se  mo ve me nt s  t h ro u g h  i t s  co n te n t  a nd  fo r m.One  o f  t he  c ruc i a l  

cha rac te r i s t i c s  o f  T hi rd  T hea t r e  i s  i t s  e mp has i s  o n  co mmu n i t y  e n gag e men t  and  p a r t i c ip a t io n .  

Unl i ke  t r ad i t io na l  t hea t r e  fo rms ,  whic h  f r eq u ent l y  co ncent r a t e  o n  t he  ind i v id ua l  exp e r i e n ce  

o f  the  fo l lo wer sh ip  me mb er,  T hi rd  T hea t r e  see ks  to  invo lve  t he  fo l lo wer sh ip  in  the  

p e r fo rma nce  i t se l f .  T h i s  mi gh t  t ake  the  fo r m o f  in t e r ac t i ve  rud i men t s ,  s i mi l a r  a s  fo l lo wer sh i p  

p a r t i c ip a t io n ,  o r  t he  u s e  o f  o n - t r ad i t io na l  p e r fo rma nce  sp ace s ,  s i mi l a r  a s  p ub l i c  p r e mi ses  o r  

co mmu n i t y  ce n t r e s .  

 

Ano the r  sp ec i f i c  o f  T hi rd  T hea t r e  i s  i t s  e mp ha s i s  o n  p o l i t i ca l  and  so c ia l  i s s ues .  T hi rd  

T hea t r e  in t e rp r e t e r s  b e l i eve  t ha t  t hea t r e  has  t he  p o wer  to  p ro mp t  so c ia l  cha nge ,  a nd  t he y  u se  

the i r  wo rk  to  ad d ress  i s s ues  s i mi l a r  a s  i neq ua l i t y,  o p p ress io n ,  a nd  i n j us t i ce .  T hey  f r eq uent l y  

d r a w o n no n -wes te rn  p e r fo r mance  t r ad i t io ns ,  s i mi l a r  a s  r i t ua l  and  l i a r,  t o  p ro d uce  a  fu r the r  

ho l i s t i c  and  p a r t i c ip a t o ry t hea t r i ca l  e xp e r i en ce .T hi rd  T hea t r e  a l so  p l aces  a  s t r o n g  e mp ha s i s  

o n  the  p a n to mi me  and  the i r  t r a i n in g .  I n t e rp r e t e r s  b e l i eve  t ha t  t he  p a n to mi me  i s  t he  hea r t  o f  

t he  thea t r i ca l  exp e r i en ce  and  tha t  t he i r  t r a i n ing  a nd  med ica t io n  a r e  c ruc ia l  t o  c r ea t ing  a n  

i mp o r tan t  and  t r an s fo rma t i ve  p e r fo r ma nce .  T hi s  mi ght  i n vo lve  p h ys ica l  t r a in i ng ,  vo ice  wo rk ,  

and  ex te mp o r iza t io n ,  a s  we l l  a s  a n  e mp ha s i s  o n  the  p an to mi me ’s  e mo t io na l  a nd  ce r eb ra l  

med ica t io n .  

 

One  o f  the  mo s t  s i gn i f i can t  b ene fac t io n s  o f  T hi rd  T hea t r e  has  b een  i t s  e mp has i s  o n  

co mmu n i t y  en ga ge ment  and  p a r t i c ip a t io n .  T hi s  ha s  l ed  to  t he  d eve l o p me nt  o f  ne w fo r ms  o f  
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t hea t r e ,  s i mi l a r  a s  p o in t - sp ec i f i c  and  p a r t i c ip a to ry t hea t r e ,  t ha t  seek  to  in vo lve  th e  

fo l lo wer sh ip  in  the  p e r fo r ma nce  i t se l f .T hi rd  Thea t r e  has  a l so  had  a  s ign i f i can t  i mp ac t  o n  th e  

wa y thea t r e  in t e rp r e t e r s  sup p o se  ab o ut  p o l i t i ca l  and  so c ia l  i s s ues .  I t  ha s  l ed  to  the  

d eve lo p ment  o f  ne w fo r ms  o f  p o l i t i ca l  t hea t r e ,  s i mi l a r  a s  ve rb a t i m t h ea t r e  and  t a lk i e  thea t r e ,  

t ha t  see k  to  e nga ge  wi th  r ea l -  wo r ld  i s s ues  and  eve n t s .  T hese  fo r ms  o f  t hea t r e  f r eq ue nt l y  

invo l ve  e xp ans ive  e xp l o ra t io n  and  co l l ab o ra t io n  wi th  co mmu ni t i e s  a nd  a sso c ia t io ns  a f fec t e d  

b y the  i s s ues  b e in g  exp lo red .Eventua l l y,  T h i rd  T hea t r e  has  co n t r ib u te d  to  the  d eve lo p me nt  o f  

ne w t r a i n i n g  and  p e r fo rma nce  wa ys .  Nu mero us  o f  the  wa ys  d eve lo p ed  b y T hi rd  T hea t re  

in t e rp r e t e r s ,  s i mi l a r  a s  p h ys ica l  t r a i n in g  a nd  ex te mp o r iza t io n ,  ha ve  co me  ex te ns ive l y  used  in  

co n te mp o ra r y t hea t r e  t r a in i ng  p ro gra ms .  T hese  wa ys  ha ve  he lp ed  to  p ro d uce  a  fu r the r  ho l i s t i c  

and  p a r t i c ip a to ry ap p ro ach  to  thea t r e  t r a in i n g  and  p e r fo r ma nce . In  c o nc lu s io n ,  T hi rd  T hea t r e  

i s  a  mo ve me nt  t ha t  sur faced  in  t he mid - t we nt i e t h  ce n tur y  a s  a  r e sp o nse  aga i ns t  t he  

co mmerc ia l i za t io n  o f  t hea t r e  and  the  d o mina nce  o f  t r ad i t io na l  t hea t r e  fo rms .  I t  so ug ht  t o  

p ro d uce  a  ne w k i nd  o f  t hea t r e  tha t  was  p o l i t i ca l ,  so c ia l l y  co nsc io us ,  a nd  access ib l e  to  a  wid e r  

fo l lo wer sh ip .  

 

IV.TH IRD THEATR E AND IT ’ S  CONTR IB U TION TO M ODERN I NDIAN  TH EATR E  

 

T he  T hi rd  T hea t r e  mo v e men t  s ur faced  in  Ind i a  d ur in g  t he  1 9 6 0 s  and  so u gh t  to  p ro d uce  a  ne w 

k ind  o f  t hea t r e  tha t  wa s  ap p l i cab le  to  co n te mp o ra ry I nd ian  so c i e t y  and  ad d ressed  i s s ues  

s i mi l a r  a s  p o ve r ty,  i ne q ua l i t y,  and  so c ia l  i n j us t i ce .  T he  mo ve me nt  d r e w a l l ev ia t io n  f ro m a  

va r i e t y  o f  so urce s ,  i nc lud in g  t r ad i t io na l  fo l k  fo rms ,  mo d ern i s t  t hea t r e  mo ve me nt s  l i ke  th e  

T hea t r e  o f  the  Ab s urd ,  and  p o l i t i ca l  and  so c ia l  ac t iv i s m.  T he mo ve me n t ' s  t h i n g  wa s  to  p ro d uce  

a  ne w t hea t r e  tha t  wa s  so c ia l l y  ap p l i cab le  and  co uld  ad dress  the  p r e ss in g  i s sue s  fac i n g  Ind ia  

a t  t he  t i me .  

 

One  o f  t he  c ruc ia l  n u mb er s  in  t he  T hi rd  T hea t r e  mo ve men t  was  t he  p l a ywr i gh t  and  

d i r ec to r  B ad a l  S i r ca r.  S i r ca r  in no va ted  t he  i n f lue n t i a l  t hea t r e  co mp an y Sha tab d i  i n  1 9 7 6 ,  

wh ic h  ca me  o ne  o f  the  mo s t  i mp o r ta n t  T hi rd  T hea t r e  co mp anie s  in  Ind ia .  Sha tab d i  

co ncen t r a t ed  o n  c r ea t i n g  p e r fo r ma nces  t ha t  we re  so c ia l l y  ap p l i cab le  a nd  so u gh t  to  ad d ress  th e  

en te rp r i se s  o f  t he  In d ian  p eo p le .T he  T hi rd  T hea t r e  was  c ha rac t e r i zed  b y a  n u m b er  o f  

d i s t inc t ive  fea tur e s .  O ne  o f  the  mo s t  i mp o r ta n t  wa s  the  u se  o fno n - r ea l i s t i c  and  exp e r i me nt a l  

wa ys .  T he  o b j ec t i f i ca t io n  o f  r ud i me nt s  o f  t r a d i t io na l  I nd ia n  p e r fo rmance  s t y l e s  was  a no t he r  

ha l l mark  o f  t he  T hi rd  T hea t r e  mo ve me nt .  B y  b lend i n g  t r ad i t io na l  fo r ms  wi t h  u l t r a mo d ern  

wa ys ,  T hi rd  T hea t r e  in t e rp r e t e r s  c r ea ted  a  new k ind  o f  t hea t r e  tha t  wa s  b o th  ap p l i cab le  and  

cu l t u r a l l y  s ig n i f i ca n t .  

 

Ano the r  i mp o r tan t  p o in t  o f  t he  T hi rd  T hea t r e  mo ve me nt  was  i t s  co mmi t me nt  to  

ad d ress ing  so c ia l  and  p o l i t i ca l  i s s ues .  P e r fo rmances  were  f r eq uent l y  o ffe r ed  inno n - t hea t r i ca l  

sp aces  s i mi l a r  a s  tho ro ug h  fa r e s ,  p r e mise s ,  and  p ub l i c  p l aces  in  o rd e r  to  r each  a  wid e r  

fo l lo wer sh ip .  B y t a k i ng  t hea t r e  o u t  o f  th e  t r ad i t io na l  t hea t r e  sp aces ,  T hi rd  T hea t r e  

in t e rp r e t e r s  were  s u i t a b le  to  r each  cu l t  t ha t  ma y  no t  ha ve  e l se  b een  e xp o sed  to  thea t r e .  The  

T hi rd  T hea t r e  mo ve me nt  had  a  s i g n i f i can t  i mp ac t  o n  the  d e ve lo p me nt  o f  u l t r a m o d ern  Ind i an  

thea t r e .  B y cha l l en g i ng  t he  d o mi na nt  p a r ad ig ms  o f  marke tab le  thea t r e ,  T h i rd  T hea t r e  

in t e rp r e t e r s  in t ro d uced  ne w fo r ms  and  wa ys  tha t  he lp ed  to  p ro d uce  a  mo re  v ib r an t  and  

d i ffe r en t  t hea t r e  sce ne  in  I nd ia .  T he  mo ve me nt  a l so  he lp ed  to  fo s t e r  a  sen se  o f  so c ia l  an d  

p o l i t i ca l  enga ge ment  a mo n g thea t r e  i n t e rp r e t e r s ,  and  to  p ro d uce  a  ne w fo l lo wer s h ip  fo r  

thea t r e  tha t  was  i n t e r e s t ed  in  i s s ues  o f  so c ia l  j us t i ce  and  p o l i t i ca l  chan ge .  Mo ment ,  t he  

he r i t age  o f  the  T hi rd  T hea t r e  mo ve me nt  can  b e  seen  in  the  co n t in ued  use  o f  exp e r i me nt a l  

wa ys  a nd  the  o ngo i ng  co mmi t me nt  to  ad d ress ing  so c ia l  and  p o l i t i ca l  i s s ues  i n  co n te mp o ra ry  

Ind ian  t hea t r e .  T he  mo ve me nt  he lp ed  to  p ro d uce  a  ne w k i nd  o f  t hea t r e  tha t  was  ap p l i cab le  t o  

co n te mp o ra r y Ind ia n  so c ie t y,  and  i t s  i mp ac t  i s  s t i l l  b e in g  fe l t  mo me nt .  

 

I n  co nc l us io n ,  t he  Thi rd  T hea t r e  mo ve me nt  wa s  an  i mp o r ta n t  d eve lo p me nt  i n  

u l t r a mo d ern  Ind ia n  the a t r e .  B y c r ea t in g  a  ne w k ind  o f  t hea t r e  tha t  was  so c ia l l y  ap p l i cab le  

and  ad d ressed  the  p r e ss in g  i s s ues  fac in g  I nd ia  a t  t he  t i me ,  T hi rd  T hea t r e  in t e rp r e t e r s  he lp ed  

to  cha l l en ge  t he  d o mi nant  p a r ad ig ms  o f  mar ke tab le  thea t r e  and  i n t ro d uced  ne w fo r ms  a n d  
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wa ys  t ha t  co n t i n ue  to  s hap e  Ind ian  t hea t r e  mo men t .  T he  mo ve me nt ’s  he r i t age  ca n  b e  seen  i n  

the  un in te r r up ted  co mmi t me nt  to  ad d ress i n g  so c ia l  a nd  p o l i t i ca l  i s s ues  in  co n te mp o ra ry  

Ind ian  t hea t r e ,  and  in  t he  o n go in g  u se  o f  e xp e r i men ta l  wa ys  t ha t  he l p  to  keep  Ind ian  thea t r e  

v ib r an t  a nd  ap p l i cab le .  

 

V.B AAKI IT IHAAS: -  AN EXAM PLE OF TH IRD THEATRE  

 

“B aaki  I t i haa s”  i s  a  p la y wr i t t e n  b y B ad a l  S i r ca r,  whic h  i s  nea r l y  a sso c ia t ed  wi t h  the  T hi r d  

T hea t r e  mo ve men t  i n  I nd ia .  T h i s  p l a y r e f l ec t s  t he  c r uc ia l  fea t ur e s  o f  the  T hi rd  T hea t r e ,  whic h  

wa s  a  mo ve me nt  t ha t  s ur faced  i n  Ind ia  d ur in g  the  1 9 6 0 s  and  1 9 7 0 s .  T he  T hi rd  T hea t r e  was  a  

r e sp o nse  to  the  d o mi na nt  fo r ms  o f  thea t r e  t ha t  was  a t  t he  t i me ,  s i mi l a r  a s  mar ke tab le  thea t r e  

and  the  mo re  t r ad i t io na l”  a r t ”  thea t r e .  

 

One  o f  t he  ma in  fea t u r e s  o f  T hi rd  T hea t r e  wa s  i t s  use  o fno n - r ea l i s t i c  wa ys . ”  B aaki  

I t i haas”  e mp lo ysno n - l i nea r  l i a r  and  f r ac tur e d  na r r a t ive  wa ys  t ha t  cha l l e nge  co nve nt io n a l  

mo d e s  o f  r ep re sen ta t io n .   

 

Ano the r  c ruc ia l  p o in t  o f  T hi rd  T hea t r e  was  i t s  en gage me nt  wi th  so c ia l  and  p o l i t i ca l  

i s s ues .  “B aa ki  I t i haas”  a l so  r e f l ec t s  t h i s  a sp ec t  o f  the  mo ve men t ,  a s  i t  r ev ie ws  t r ad i t io n a l  

l i t e r a l  na r r a t ive s  and  emp ha s izes  t he  s i gn i f i ca nce  o f  u nd e r s t a nd in g  and  l i t e r ac y f ro m h i s to r y  

in  t i me s  o f  g r ea t  chan g e .  T he  p lay d o es  th i s  t h ro ug h  the  cha rac te r  o f  a  wa nd e r in g  f ib b e r  wh o  

v i s i t s  a  co mmu n i t y  o f  sur v ivo r s  a nd  t e l l s  t he m s to r i e s  f ro m the  h i s t o ry wi th  a  co n te mp o ra ry  

t wi s t .  

 

T he  p lay ' s  e mp ha s i s  o n  c r i t i ca l  t h in k i n g  and  l i t e r a l  i n t e rp r e t a t io n  i s  ano the r  p o in t  o f  

T hi rd  T hea t r e . ”  B aaki  I t i haas”  cha l l en ges  the  i d ea  tha t  h i s to r y  i s  a  f i x ed  and  o b j ec t ive  r eco rd  

o f  the  h i s to ry,  a nd  r a th e r  p r e sen t s  h i s to r y  a s  c o mmo d i t y  t ha t ’s  co ns ta n t l y  b e in g  r e in t e rp r e t ed  

and  r e shap ed .  T hi s  ap p ro ach  emp has ize s  the  p r iva te  and  f lu id  na t ur e  o f  l i t e r a l  k no wled ge ,  

and  h i gh l ig h t s  the  s ig n i f i ca nce  o f  c r i t i ca l  t h in k in g  a nd  ac t ive  e nga ge men t  wi t h  th e  h i s to ry.  

Overa l l ,  “B aak i  I t i haa s”  i s  a  h igh  i l l us t r a t i o n  o f  T hi rd  T hea t r e ’s  inno va t ive  and  

exp e r i me nta l  ap p ro ach  to  thea t r e -  t i mb er.  I t s  use  o fno n - r ea l i s t i c  wa ys ,  enga ge men t  wi th  

so c ia l  and  p o l i t i ca l  i s s ues ,  and  e mp ha s i s  o n  c r i t i ca l  t h i n k in g  a nd  l i t e r a l  i n t e rp r e t a t io n  ma k e  

i t  a  d a te l e ss  wo r k  t ha t  co n t in ues  to  r eve rb e ra t e  wi t h  cu l t  mo me n t .  

 

VI . EVAM  INDRAJ IT:  -  AN EXAM PLE OF T HIRD THEATRE  

 

Eva m I nd ra j i t  i s  a  p l ay wr i t t en  b y B ad a l  S i r ca r,  an  Ind ian  p la ywr i gh t ,  i n  1 9 6 3 .  T he  p lay  i s  

co ns id e red  a  c l a ss i c  i l l us t r a t io n  o f  the  “T hi rd  T hea t r e”  mo ve ment  in  Ind ian  thea t r e .  T he  

T hi rd  T hea t r e  mo ve me n t  wa s  a  ne w fo r m o f  the a t r e  tha t  s ur faced  i n  In d ia  in  the  1 9 6 0 s ,  wi th  a  

fo cu s  o n  exp e r i me nta l  t hea t r e ,  fo l lo wer s h ip  p a r t i c ip a t io n ,  and  so c ia l  and  p o l i t i ca l  i s sues .  I n  

th i s  e s sa y,  we  wi l l  exp lo re  ho w  “E va m Ind ra j i t ”  i s  a n  i l l u s t r a t io n  o f  T hi rd  T hea t r e  and  wh a t  

make s  i t  a  s i g n i f i can t  p l a y in  t he  Ind ia n  t hea t r i ca l  t r ad i t io n .  

B ad a l  S i r ca r  wa s  o ne  o f  t he  l ead i ng  n u mb er s  o f  t he  T hi rd  T hea t r e  mo ve me nt  i n  I nd ia .  

He  was  a  p l ay wr i g h t ,  d i r ec to r,  and  ac tor,  and  h i s  p l a ys  were  k no wn fo r  the i r  t r i a l  wi t h  fo r m 

and  co nte n t .  “E va m Ind ra j i t ”  i s  o ne  o f  h i s  mo s t  no to r io us  p l a ys  and  i s  a  c l a ss i c  i l l us t r a t io n  o f  

T hi rd  T hea t r e .  

T he  p lay I s  a  mo d ern  d i sq u i s i t i o n  o f  t he  emp i r i ca l  ex t r e mi t y  o f  the  u l t r a mo d ern  

ex i s t e n t .  I t  fo l lo ws  t he  l i fe  o f  I nd ra j i t ,  a  yo u th fu l  ma n  who ’s  sea r c h in g  fo r  mean in g  i n  h i s  

l i fe .  T he  f i r s t  ac t  fo l l o ws  I nd ra j i t ’s  s t r ug gle s  wi th  h i s  id e n t i t y  an d  h i s  a t t e mp t s  to  f i nd  a  

p urp o se  in  l i fe .  T he  a l t e rna te  ac t  exp lo re s  h i s  co nnec t io ns  wi t h  wo me n,  and  t he  th i rd  ac t  

d ea l s  wi th  h i s  e ven tua l  d i s i l l u s io n me nt  and  d es p a i r.  

 

W ha t  ma kes  “E va m I nd ra j i t ”  an  i l l us t r a t io n  o f  T hi rd  T hea t r e?  

“E va m Ind ra j i t ”  i s  an  exce l l e n t  i l l us t r a t io n  o f  T hi rd  T hea t r e  fo r  seve ra l  r ea so ns .  Or ig ina l l y,  

t he  p l a y i s  exp e r i me nta l  i n  i t s  fo r m a nd  co nten t .  
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Seco nd l y,  t he  p l a y  use s  u nco n ve nt io na l  sp ace s  and  m i n i mu m se t s  a nd  co s t u me s .  T he  

p lay ca n  b e  p e r fo rmed  in  an y sp ace ,  and  the  se t s  and  co s tu mes  a r e  min i mu m,  e mp has iz in g  t he  

s ig n i f i ca nce  o f  t he  ac to r ’s  p e r fo r mance .  

T hi rd ly,  t he  p l a y e mp has izes  fo l lo wer s h ip  p a r t i c ip a t io n  and  co mmerce .  T he  p lay  

d o esn ’t  ha ve  a  t r ad i t iona l  fo ur t h  wa l l ,  and  the  fo l lo wer s h ip  i s  enco ur aged  to  in t e r ac t  wi t h  th e  

p l aye r s .  

Al t ho ug h  the  p l a y i s  p r imar i l y  co nce rned  wi t h  the  e mp i r i ca l  ex t r e mi t y o f  t he  

u l t r a mo d ern  e x i s t en t ,  i t  a l so  to uches  up o n  i s s u es  s i mi l a r  a s  ge nd e r,  c l a ss ,  and  id en t i t y.  

To  ad d  up ,  “Eva m Ind ra j i t ”  i s  a  s ign i f i ca n t  i l l u s t r a t io n  o f  T hi rd  Thea t r e  in  Ind ia n  

thea t r e .  T he  p la y’s  e xp e r i me nta l  fo r m and  co nten t ,  u se  o f  u nc o nve nt io na l  sp aces  a n d  

mi n i mu m se t s  and  co s tu mes ,  e mp has i s  o n  fo l lo wer s h ip  p a r t i c ip a t io n ,  and  d i sq u i s i t i o n  o f  

so c ia l  and  p o l i t i ca l  i s sue s  ma ke  i t  an  e xce l l en t  r ep re sen ta t io n  o f  the  mo ve me nt .  B ad a l  

S i r ca r ’s  p l a y c ha l l e n g ed  t r ad i t io na l  t hea t r i c a l  co nve nt io ns  a nd  p aved  the  wa y  fo r  a  ne w 

p e r io d  o f  exp e r i me nta l  and  so c ia l l y  ap p l i cab le  thea t r e  in  Ind ia .  
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