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ABSTRACT: The causes of poverty may vary with respect to nation, region, and in comparison with other countries 

at the global level. Yet, there is a commonality amongst these causes. Philosophical perspectives, and especially 

historical perspectives, including some factors at a micro and macro level can be considered in understanding these 

causes. Percentage of the population living on less than US$1.90 a day (PPP 2011) There are behavioral, structural 

and political theories on the causes of poverty: "Behavioral theories concentrate on individual behaviors as driven by 

incentives and culture. Structural theories emphasize the demographic and labor market context, which causes both 

behavior and poverty. Political theories contend that power and institutions cause policy, which causes poverty and 

moderates the relationship between behavior and poverty. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Currently, more than 2 billion people don’t have access to clean water at home, while over 800 million suffer from 

hunger. You might think that poverty causes hunger and prevents people from accessing clean water (and you would 

be right!), but hunger and water insecurity are also big reasons why people struggle to escape extreme poverty. 

According to the World Bank, in 2015, approximately 734 million people, equating to 10 percent of the world's 

population, survived on less than $1.90 a day—versus 1.9 billion people in 1990 (equating to about 36 percent of the 

world's population)The aforementioned progress made will be (and has been) reversed by the current global COVID-19 

pandemic crisis, which is significantly affecting national, regional and global economies through unemployment, 

layoffs, poor delivery of essential goods and services as well as disruptions in the education and health sectors. One fact 

is clear: the effects of COVID-19 will impact the poor and poor economies to a disproportionately high degree, and 

causing more people to become poor. 
 

II. CAUSES OF GLOBAL POVERTY 

 

Unfortunately, there is no “magic bullet” solution, but if we want to get rid of extreme poverty, we must first 

understand its causes. Here, we look at some of the top causes of poverty around the world. 

 

1. INADEQUATE ACCESS TO CLEAN WATER AND NUTRITIOUS FOOD 
If a person doesn’t get enough food, they simply don’t have the strength and energy needed to work. Lack of access 

to food and clean water can also lead to preventable illnesses like diarrhea. And when people must travel far 

distances to clinics or spend what little money remains on medicine, it drains already vulnerable populations of 

money and assets, and can knock a family from poverty into extreme poverty. 
Even if clean water sources are available, they’re often located far from poor, rural communities. This means that 

women and girls collectively spend some 200 million hours every day walking long distances to fetch water. That’s 

precious time that could be used working or getting an education to help secure a job later in life.  

 

2. LITTLE OR NO ACCESS TO LIVELIHOODS OR JOBS 
This might seem a bit like a “no brainer.” Without a job or a way to make money, people will face poverty. But it’s 

easy to assume that if someone wants a job, they could have one. That just isn’t true, particularly in developing and 

rural parts of the world. Dwindling access to productive land (often due to conflict, overpopulation, or climate 

change), and overexploitation of resources like fish or minerals is putting increasing pressure on many traditional 

livelihoods. In the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) for example, most of the population lives in rural 

communities where natural resources have been plundered over centuries of colonialism — while conflict over land 

disputes has forced people from the land they relied upon for food and money. Now, more than half of the country 
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lives in extreme poverty. While inconsistent work and low paying jobs can land a family in poverty, 

absolutely no work means that a family can’t get by without assistance. 

3. CONFLICT 
Conflict can cause poverty in several ways. Large scale, protracted violence that we see in places like Syria can 

grind society to a halt, destroy infrastructure, and cause people to flee, forcing families to sell or leave behind all 
their assets. In Syria, around 70% of the entire population now lives below the poverty line — this in a country 

where extreme poverty was once very rare. Women often bear the brunt of conflict: during periods of violence, 

female-headed households become very common. And because women often have difficulty getting well-paying 

work and are typically excluded from community decision-making, their families are particularly vulnerable. 

But even small bouts of violence can have huge impacts on communities that are already struggling. For example, if 

farmers are worried about their crops being stolen, they won’t invest in planting. Women are particularly vulnerable 

in these kinds of conflicts, too, as they often become the targets of sexual violence while fetching water or working 

alone in the fields. 

 

4. INEQUALITY 
There are many different types of inequality in the world, from economic to social inequalities like gender, caste 

systems, or tribal affiliations. But no matter the inequality, it generally means the same thing: unequal or no access 
to the resources needed to keep or lift a family out of poverty. 

Sometimes inequalities are obvious, but in other situations, it can be subtle for example, the voices of certain people 

or groups might not be heard in community meetings, meaning they don’t get a say in important decisions. 

Regardless, these inequalities mean that the people affected don’t have the tools they desperately need to get ahead, 

and for already vulnerable families, this can mean the difference between being poor or living in extreme poverty.  

 

5. POOR EDUCATION 
Not every person without an education is living in extreme poverty. But most of the extremely poor don’t have an 

education. And why is that? There’s a lot of barriers stopping children from going to school. Many families can’t 

afford to send their children to school and need them to work. More still don’t see a benefit in educating girls. 

Education is often referred to as the great equalizer, and that’s because education can open the door to jobs and other 
resources and skills that a family needs to not just survive but thrive. UNESCO estimates that 171 million 

people could be lifted out of extreme poverty if they left school with basic reading skills. And, with even more 

education, world poverty could be cut in half. 

 

6. CLIMATE CHANGE 
You might be stunned to learn that the World Bank estimates that climate change has the power to push more 

than 100 million people into poverty over the next ten years. As it is, climate events like drought, flooding, and 

severe storms disproportionately impact communities already living in poverty. Why? Because many of the world’s 

poorest populations rely on farming or hunting and gathering to eat and earn a living. They often have only just 

enough food and assets to last through the next season, and not enough reserves to fall back on in the event of a poor 

harvest. So when natural disasters (including the widespread droughts caused by El Niño) leave millions of people 

without food, it pushes them further into poverty, and can make recovery even more difficult.  
 

7. LACK OF INFRASTRUCTURE 
Imagine that you have to go to work, or to the store, but there are no roads to get you there. Or heavy rains have 

flooded your route and made it impassable. What would you do then? A lack of infrastructure — from roads, 

bridges, and wells to cables for light, cell phones, and internet — can isolate communities living in rural areas. 

Living “off the grid” means the inability to go to school, work, or market to buy and sell goods. Traveling farther 

distances to access basic services not only takes time, it costs money, keeping families in poverty. Isolation limits 

opportunity, and without opportunity, many find it difficult, if not impossible, to escape extreme poverty.  

 

8. LIMITED CAPACITY OF THE GOVERNMENT 
Many people living in the United States are familiar with social welfare programs that people can access if they need 
healthcare or food assistance. But not every government can provide this type of help to its citizens — and without 

that safety net, there’s nothing to stop vulnerable families from backsliding further into extreme poverty if 

something goes wrong. Ineffective governments also contribute to several of the other causes of extreme poverty 

mentioned above, as they are unable to provide necessary infrastructure or ensure the safety and security of their 

citizens in the event of conflict. 
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9. LACK OF RESERVES 
People living in poverty don’t have the means to weather the storms of life. So when there is a drought, or conflict, 

or illness, there is little money saved or assets on hand to help. In Ethiopia for example, repeated cycles of drought 

have caused harvest after harvest to fail, causing a widespread hunger crisis. To cope, families will pull their 
children from school, and sell off everything they own to eat. That can help a family make it through one bad 

season, but not another. For communities constantly facing climate extremes or prolonged conflict, the repeated 

shocks can send a family reeling into extreme poverty and prevent them from ever recovering. 

 

III. CONCLUSION 

 

This study reveals that Global poverty is a huge issue towards the world. It is projected that by 2030, nine countries 

with an expanded segment of the "extreme poor" will be in Africa, with Burundi and North Korea tied together in tenth 

place. A number of middle-income economies will likely see an increased incidence of poverty in their nations as well. 

Notwithstanding, these projected trends are reversible with the creation of social programs that can be utilized to 

protect the most vulnerable in each community nation. 
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